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A Brief Account of the Collection Development of the
Library of the Imperial University of Peking

Yao Boyue

Abstract: The Imperial University of Peking has gone through two stages: the Wuxu University and
the Reyin University. Both its early and later libraries invested a lot in the collection development. The li-
brary of the Wuxu University has only existed for about two years, but there should be more than 50000
volumes Chinese books with a considerable number of Western books in addition. Unfortunately, the col-
lection was almost destroyed during the Gengzi Incident. The collection development of the library of the
Renyin University almost starts from scratch, but soon exceeded the number of books that the Wuxu Uni-
versity had ever collected. In January 1904, the library was renamed and continued to collect books in many
ways. Through years of unremitting collection development, the Imperial University of Peking is worthy of
the title of the most prestigious learning institution in China with its rich literature collection.

Keywords: Collection Development; Library of the Imperial University of Peking; Wuxu University;
Renyin University

120



