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An Earthly Heaven: The Tradition of Book Collection in Chinese Culture

Cheng Zhangcan

Abstract: Many narrations of the heavenly library appeared in traditional Chinese stories, such as those
of Mount Wanwei, Mount Kunlun and Langhuan Paradise and etc, though legendary and fictitious, repre-
sent a Chinese imagination of the heaven and vision of the beautiful world and serve as an inspiration and
stimulus for the Chinese, from the emperor, the aristocrats to the literati, to build a heavenly library on
earth. The naming of quite a few imperial and private libraries was actually an imitation of the legendary li-
braries in the stories. Both the public library and private study which have developed notably in China since
the 20th century, aim at the realization of the ideal book collection and the ideal world on earth. The fa-
mous visualization of the appearance of heaven by the librarian and poet Jorge Luis Borge., may derive from
his reading of traditional Chinese stories and reception of the Chinese traditional culture of book collection.
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