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The Spread and Collection of Bibliographic Documents
Since the Ming and Qing Dynasties in Japan

Lin Zhenyue

Abstract: There are many rare Chinese bibliographic documents in Japan. The introduction of bibliographic

documents into Japan since the Ming and Qing Dynasties can be divided into two periods: one is the early and mid-

dle Qing Dynasty when the documents were shipped by merchants; the other is the late Qing Dynasty and the Re-

public of China when the documents were bought from China by Japanese bookstores and Japanese scholars. This

paper investigates the bibliographic documents collected by public and private institutions in Japan since the Ming

and Qing Dynasties, introduces the rare Chinese bibliographies collected in Japan in the Ming and Qing Dynasties,

distinguishes the authenticity of Japanese bibliographies, and briefly introduces the book circulation history reflected

by the situation of Japanese bibliographic documents.
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